
This Ain't Hip-Hop, But It's Hip. 
Slow and law. the bas sUnks out serpen- 

dne around a smoky Jaa chord 
progreadon. The drummer rkkled the hi- 
hat ar the keyboard saunters in wlrh a shy. 

U q u i d  rlpple of vlber before plunging fully 
into rhe mellow groove.The tall. black man 
wlth lo= drmdlmks and an African vest 

addmses the eravd, tingling wlth anddpa- 
don, in a magician's k a o  voice:'Greetings 
... hrioeh ... ~~ springs ... ohlo..:.The 
band then klcks a melodk< funk into full 
effect wlth the tall man In fmnt. inm- 
ducing the Munru Kuntu Energy 
Ensemble to a packed h o w  in the A ~ l o c h  
Inn. He premc. Muntu a. an African con- 
cept of che WII of  IN^ in a~ rhings. He 
then p m e m  Kunm la the Uving spfrlt or 
the aru.'h us speak lo yourThlrd Eye.' rhe 
slnger entroap rhe cmwd, before bending 
down to get busy over hls drunu and 
Jolnlng the vibe of the ocher pl-n In a 
full on, living Jam. 

On Fridq, F- 25th. h o c h  and 
theyellow Spring Cornmunlcy got created 
to a st el la^ set of Lhre poetry by poet, mud- 
-, and Pmfessor of Pan-African Studies 

ar Kent Srate. Mwambu okancah and hb 
band, rhe Munu Kunm E n q y  Ensemble. 
The band fegtvred Erlc Could on kqn. 

Glenn Holmes on bpp, and Bill & 
on drums. The performance and p o e q  
workshop that okanrah had honed earner 
r)lar afternoon wem pan of rhe c h l q j  
p h  for Andochi Black Hlxory Month 
celebrauans. Almrm imnlcaUy, during che 
inrermLslon of the ensemble; perforrnanca 
word was spreading around campus that: the 
four poUce ofimrs brought to vlal in che 
case of Amadou Dido  had been acqulaed. 
That Sunday, them was a h  to be a pmtesr 

to rats awamnws about Mumia Abu-Jamal 
in Columbus with Ramona Africa 
spdcbg .  so. whlle rhe olficlal celebmuom 
w closing, unoffidal mmpldon of the 
other M e  Or Amcan-Amedcan b o r v  

wm ulll p m g  out.They s a d  m reach 
a pynthesb, however. in the poUtkal art- 
umrk of the MKE Ensemble a~ the band 

played on behind Okantahah; smWq and 

touchlng pow 
At the p o e q  workshop (hdd earuer 

chat Fr- in the SSC bun8e) Okancah 
rpLked about hb penorml Mary and che 
mle of the poet in rod*. He a h  read 
from both hb book. C o m e  (-18 in 

the Keuering Library), as well m some 
unpublirhed worlu.The audlence consiscad 

of sudenrs fmrn both Antloch and Yellow 
springs High school. and some faculty 
fmm both.The poer war a QU, dark, bhck 

man with long dreadlocks rted wlth a near 
red. pen, and gold ribbon underneath a 
M t  cap, wlth copper bncs le~  adornlng hb 
wrlrct. &bled to chb vmre &Vans. Adldm 
aack-pants. swearshlrr, and pmfessarbl 
-.when he spoke, he &d the mom 
wlth hb Intelligence, wisdom and charm. 
engasing che clarrm to interact wlth hlm 

and to respond to his poeq. 
The d k w h n  war Uvdy and challenglq 

VhCh StUd0nO -8 Okantah qUerdOM 
regarding hls work and Lnnuences. 
h k s h g  the high school studem In par- 

Ucuhr, he cold a nory of how he had 
rec&ved an P' in E n g l ~  for not wrldng 
poecryandhad.ymrslamr,goneonmmake 
a LhrLyl ar a wrlfer and had eamed degrees 

in En- and Cmamm W r i w .  'Poetry for 
m e l s ~ ~ h o w I s a e . I t ~ w h a t I e x p e -  
r l e n c a I r i h o w I ~ ~ - t h r o u g h  
poetry and mudc,' rald Okanrak He rpoke 
about the failure of pubk rhook and our 
general ammdes about poetry to really tell 
us how important & is. He went on to say.'I 
M y  dldn't know what poeny war. I or@ 
knew that what 1 had been exposed to in 
school. I dld not Uke it and U rha& what 
p o e P y w s r . I d t h a r I ~ l o u l d n a v e r d o  
it.' At che workshop and the pedonnance, 
okantah. rtupugh hk performing styIe. 

cldenged che &dona1 e d d o r m l  para- 
dipm of -. what b presented In 
schools is dead paeny by dead peers, held 

d m  to their pager by mdc chains of type 
and whips of l inewc an-. At rhe pea- 

formarm, hb h poem opened wW1 a 
howl that h e n  G I I I  could not have 
pulled OK and dosed wlth soh coo-. In 

Carl G. W h n ,  among 
othess. He went on to say that 'everyrhlng 
ynt experience become a part of what you 
do'. Asked about Mp-hop, Okancah pepued 

that htphop needed to d&p a m o d  
conrienee and Join 'the grest b k k  hadl- 
rion or music - purs creat~vity' 'Samp~ng 

WIU prevent you horn find~ng your own 
voice,' tald Okantah, but he a h  polnted our 
hip-hop a r c h  chat he found poslchre such 
as Luryn HID, Btack Srar and Erykah Badu. 

Attheperfornrance.araptcrowdwmched 

a. the MKE Ensemble mchd and gnooved 

cs~--  

thmugh che gamut of black American music. 
hnm bluer be- m ballads 'tvfudc b the 
h e ~ d c h e ~ l a f l o n : s m g ~ d ~  
a funky raba In bet- songs, he wudd 
Impart wlrdom and crltlque of culture. 

mwk,andrynenrrofracbmando~on. 
During the performance, as rhe band wan- 

dered throu* rha many m u € ¶  of black 
musk. okarrahi woldr fmm baMleen ~ v o  

smoWngnumbws~truerandtruerarhe 
pm,psed thmugh the mudc: 'Thh a ~ n i  
~p-hop, tut it's hlp' 

SO WHAT DID YOU DO ON COM:.:UNITY DAY? 
"We had a big open cleaning party for the 
&eer Center and we invited all the admin- 
istration to come. Bob was the only 
administrator who came and he did a really 
goodpb scraping crud off the fkmr. There 
were like fifteen people total maybe. And 
it's cleaner now." 

- Dana MaIan Queer Center Cmdinator 

"I went to the party the night before, and 
slep most ofthe day. Then I hung out with 
my friends on the grass by Penndl and did 
some work" 

- Anthony Bowman fourth year 

"I worked on my senior projea and 
watched some people play frisbee, and 
drank some beer and smoked m e  ciga- 
rettes while I watched them." 

- Jemifw Gerberkk, fouth year 

"I played frisbee on the l a m  of Birch and 
Mills and did nothing intellectual." 

- aamii Joyner, lwrth year 

"On Community Day I helped with a 
project out at G. Stanley Hall Hal and then 
I went and marched at the march for 
Mumia." 

- Anna Johanson, lowth year 
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